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A~.~"lleric;i eIllf:rs The bltonnation Agl;, we must choose: whether or not we v.=iU e..xtend opportun:ir;
to ,ill] Americarui -- or leav~ many bc.~hind.

For. D.lllre tb.an 60 y~-s, An1e:r~,..;ui.!l have benett~dfrom universal pbon~ service. As we expiU1d md
mc~our commmrications nctv..·orh. we mu.s1 maintain .A.ma"iC-3·s long-stmdmg commitment
tu universal StrViCi;.

A$ th~ Presid~nr Aid in his comroencement addr~3S al MIT lass. w~~k, one of the mo,st important
,5tt:ps w~ t:a!I take tf.1 bridge the ~diilw. divide" is to provide :ichQo)s, libl'lU1es, ana rural h=Jt.h car::
cen1e."'S with aft~')f(lable access it) the IDternet and \ele'~QznmUt1.ic:ations 3(."rvices. The benefits of the
"e-ra~" -approved by the Cougress with ovet'\\ihelming bipartisan support·· Me profound. Far the
1/erj tlrsi time) il child mthe mQst isolated inn,,"T city or TluallOwn em have &~S5 t.Q the same
urJvt.Srsc {Jfbowiedge u a child in the mO:,1 aftluem sUburb. Our children wiU be better prepared
to cpmpete for l:1'K:: biBh-tech. hjgh-~ie jobs tJiiU aur economy ii producing in reco.rd numbers.
D(Jcta:r~ and patients U1 rural c.ommunities will be able to consult' \IIith the natiun' s top medi,~i

experr.s, even if they are thouWlds of miles away.

Some have Sllilested tbat the Federal C0n4-UuW\l4botlS Commi'sion should terminate th~ e-rate ar
tak~ iteps 1h.at wonJd seriously jeopMdize itsviabilir:y. We stron8ly disagree:. As yo~ know,
students in poor _d predominantly minority :JichooLlls are almost t:hre~ tUnes lC$s likely to biI:...e
lnil~~t ~~!i in 'lheir cla.~srooms thim :itUdc:nts in wealthy schools. Proceeding with the e-nlte will
\itiden tiw circle otopportunity - ddaymg it or undermining ifS effectiveness will heighten the: risk
(If economic inequality uld SOCial division.

To claim th..:lt Ameri~ cannot afford to make thi:i mvesU11cnt is absurd. As ~ou have. n\)te.d, tho ~S'J:S

of th~ e-f.llti: have been more than off~et by other actiuni that the fCC has'taken to reduce
long-distance phone lUttS.
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S.:h.t.."'Ols iUid Hbr.srie.i allover America haveworkad twd to Jft.pare for the i)ppurtunity I1W the C-fii~

can cn:.ltt:. "fney have dClJeIoped techrJolo~' pl~, railic:d matehin~ funding, aadfiltld mor.e than
30,000 applications. To turn our back on the hopes and dreams ofi:hildrCfl and cmnmunitics lllll.)"'e.i'
A~eri~ would beuncauscionable. We urg,;~ you and 'the otht:r FCC Commissioners to strongfy
:it~pport the e-mtc.

Siflcerely,
\

~~:~~
SecretMy ofEdllcation

Williron M. Dilley
S~cre·tary i1f Curnmtrtce

Daniel R. Glickman
Secretary of Agricuh:urt:

.'

Da.nna E.. Shalala
S~cre1.a.rJ" Gf Health and Hwnan Sc::rvic~s

~c: The Honorable Harold Vl. FurehtgOl1··Rotn
The Honorable Su.uuNe~
The Bonoml.: Mi&hael K.. Powell
Tbe Honorable Gloria Tristani


